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  Note verbale dated 20 June 2025 from the Permanent Mission of 

Libya to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

 The Permanent Mission of the State of Libya to the United Nations has the 

honour to convey the deep concern of the Government of National Unity regarding 

recent developments in the eastern Mediterranean.  

 The Government has taken note, with profound dismay, of the contents of issue 

No. 3335 of the Official Journal of the European Union, dated 12 June 2025 (see 

annex II),* which reports that the Hellenic Republic has announced an international 

call for tenders to grant permits for the exploration and exploitation of hydrocarbons 

in maritime areas located south of the island of Crete. These areas fall within maritime 

zones that remain subject to an unresolved dispute between Libya and Greece.  

 The Government of the State of Libya considers this action a clear infringement 

of its sovereign rights and a unilateral measure lacking any legal basis or bilateral 

agreement. It constitutes a serious breach of international law, particularly the 

provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and undermines 

the principles of mutual respect and peaceful dispute resolution.  

 Accordingly, Libya registers its formal and unequivocal objection to this 

initiative and calls for strict adherence to the principles enshrined in the Charter of 

the United Nations and relevant international legal instruments governing the 

peaceful settlement of maritime disputes. 

 Libya reaffirms its steadfast commitment to constructive dialogue and 

negotiation and categorically rejects any attempt to impose a fait accompli in areas 

where no legal agreement has been reached. The Government urges the international 

community – under the leadership of the United Nations – to uphold its responsibility 

in preserving peace and stability in the Mediterranean region and to discourage any 

actions that may lead to escalation.  

 It is pertinent to recall that this is not the first instance in which the Government 

of Greece has granted exploration licences in areas located within Libya’s maritime 

boundaries. Previous licences were awarded to the French company Total and the 

American company ExxonMobil. The latter subsequently acquired Total’s stake and 

proceeded with exploratory activities, including a 2D seismic survey in 2022 and a 
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3D survey in 2024, followed by an announcement of its intention to drill an 

exploratory well. 

 In light of the above, the Permanent Mission of the State of Libya to the United 

Nations respectfully requests the circulation of the present note verbale and its 

annexes as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 75.  
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  Annex I to the note verbale dated 20 June 2025 from the 

Permanent Mission of Libya to the United Nations addressed to 

the Secretary-General 
 

 

  Report of the National Oil Corporation on Greece’s offering for 

exploration blocks in Libyan submerged waters 
 

 

  17 June 2025 
 

 • On 13 June 2025, the Government of Greece announces international tendering 

to grant licences for exploration and hydrocarbon exploitation in specific 

offshore areas south of Peloponnese and Crete island. This means that the 

specified period for submission of binding offers, which is 90 days, has started 

effective as of this date.  

 • This announcement comes after the expression made by Chevron in March 

2025, regarding its interest in conducting hydrocarbon exploration in the 

offshore areas located south Crete 1, and south Crete 2 (map 1),* within the 

areas specified during the international tender launched in 2014. 

 • Two of the announced areas, which are Crete 1 and Crete 2, are located 

geographically within the Libyan maritime areas (over which the two countries 

have different claims in their entitlement), the acreage of the two areas is 

23,300 km2, and more than 85 per cent of that acreage falls south of the border 

line that separates Libya and its neighbour, Greece.  

 • It is worthwhile to mention that the Government of Greece has granted two 

blocks located within the Libyan maritime borders to both Total and 

ExxonMobil (map 2);* ExxonMobil subsequently acquired Total’s share and 

followed that by conducting exploration activity constituted in a 2D seismic 

survey in 2022, and a 3D seismic survey in 2024, along with its announcement 

of an intention to drill an exploratory well.  
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Map 1, illustrates the offered blocks for tender 
 

 

 

 

Map 2, illustrates the offered blocks for tender, and the blocks granted to ExxonMobil  
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  Annex II to the note verbale dated 20 June 2025 from the 

Permanent Mission of Libya to the United Nations addressed to 

the Secretary-General 
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